ROSS PRAIRIE STATE FOREST
2019 LAND MANAGEMENT PLAN

EXHIBITS



Exhibit A

Ten Year Management Accomplishment
Summary



Site Preparation

Chop Single Pass Scrub No. 180
Timber Sales Acres
Marking Longleaf plantation thin Acres 221
Cruising Acres 221
Harvest Acres 221
Timber Inventory Inventory Acres 3,522
Invasive Control
Natal Grass Sprayed and retreated Acres 2
Cogon Grass Sprayed and retreated Acres 30
Mimosa Tree Cut, sprayed and retreated Acres 5
Fire
. 1
Wildfire No
Acres 50
Prescribed Burning Acres 9,244
Recreation No.
Day Use Estimated Forest Visitors No. 5,823
Overnight Camping Primitive No. 12
Boundary Maintenance
Maintenance/Marking 20%/year Miles 13
I&E Activities
Programs/Tours No. 2
Other Activities
Pine Straw Contract 5-year contract acres 255




Exhibit B

Boundary and Roads Map






Exhibit C

Optimal Management Boundary Map






Exhibit D

Facilities, Recreation, and Improvements






Exhibit E

Proximity to Significant Managed Lands






Exhibit F

Florida Forever Projects















Exhibit G

Archeological and Cultural Sites









Exhibit H

Management Procedures
for
Archaeological and Historical Sites and
Properties on State Owned or Controlled Lands



Management Procedures for Archaeological and Historical Sites and Properties on
State-Owned or Controlled Properties
(revised September 2019)

These procedures apply to state agencies, local governments, and non-profits that manage
state-owned properties.

A General Discussion

Historic resources are both archacological sites and historic structures. Per Chapter 267, Florida
Statutes, “Historic property’ or ‘historic resource’ means any prehistoric district, sife, building,
object, or other real or personal propertv of historical, architectural, or archaeological value,
and folklife resources. These properties or resources may include, but are not limited to,
momanents, memorials, Indian habitations, ceremonial sites, abandoned settlements, sumken or
abandoned ships, engineering works, treasure trove, artifacts, or other ohjects with intrinsic
historical or archaeological value, or any part thereof, relating to the history, government, and
culture of the state.”

B. Agency Responsibilities

Per State Policy relative to historic properties. state agencies of the executive branch must allow
the Division of Historical Resources (Division) the opportunity to comment on any undertakings,
whether these undertalangs directly involve the state agency. 1.e., land management
responsibilities, or the state agency has indirect jurisdiction. 1.e. permmtting authonty. grants, etc.
No state funds should be expended on the undertaking until the Division has the opportunty to
review and comment on the project, permit, grant. etc.

State agencies shall preserve the historic resources which are owned or controlled by the agency.

Regarding proposed demolition or substantial alterations of historic properties. consultation with
the Division must occur, and alternatives to demeolition must be considered.

State agencies st consult with Division to establish a program to location, mnventory and
evaluate all historic properties under ownership or controlled by the agency.
C. Statutory Authority

Statutory Authonity and more in-depth information can be found at:
https-//dos.myvflorida. com/historical/preservation/compliance-and-review/regulations- suidelines/




D. Management Implementation

Even though the Division sits on the Acquisition and Restoration Council and approves
land management plans, these plans are conceptual. Specific information regarding
individual projects must be submitted to the Division for review and recommendations.

Managers of state lands must coordinate any land cleaning or ground disturbing activities with
the Division to allow for review and comment on the proposed project. Recommendations may
nclude, but are not limted to: approval of the project as submutted, cultural resource assessment
survey by a qualified professional archaeologist, modifications to the proposed project to avoid
or mitigate potential adverse effects.

Projects such as additions. exterior alteration, or related new construction regarding historic
structures must also be submutted to the Division of Historical Resources for review and
comment by the Division’s architects. Projects invelving structures fifty yvears of age or older,
must be submutted to this agency for a significance determunation. In rare cases, structures under
fifty vears of age may be deemed historically significant. These must be evaluated on a case by
case basis.

Adverse impacts to significant sites, either archaeological sites or historic buildings, must be

avoided. Furthermore, managers of state property should make preparations for locating and
evaluating historic resources, both archaeological sites and historic structures.

E. Minimum Review Documentation Requirements

In order to have a proposed project reviewed by the Division, certamn information must be
submitted for comments and recommendations. The mimmum review documentation
requirements can be found at:

https://dos myflorida. com/media’3 1392 'minimum_review _documentation _requirements pdf

Questions relating to the treatment of archaeological and historic resources on state lands should
be directed to:

Robin Jackson

Division of Historical Resources
Bureau of Historic Preservation
Compliance and Review Section
R. A Gray Building

500 South Bronough Street
Tallahassee. FL. 32399-0250

Email: Robin Jackson@DOS MyFlorida.com
Phone: (850) 245-6496

Toll Free: (800) 847-7278

Fax: (850) 245-6439



Exhibit |

Soil Maps and Descriptions
















































Exhibit J

DEP Outstanding Florida Waters






Exhibit K

Water Resources Map






Exhibit L

Florida Natural Areas Inventory Response









Exhibit M

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission Response





















Exhibit N

RPSF Fire History






Exhibit O

Non-Native Invasive Species






Exhibit P

Current FNAI Natural Communities






Exhibit Q

Historic FNAI Natural Communities






Exhibit R

Management Prospectus
























intermediate management efforts will concentrate on
site security, public and fire management access,
resource inventory, reforestation of areas where off-site
species have been harvested, natural regeneration of the
native species in the areas with low densities, and any
restoration activities. Steps will be taken to insure that
the public is provided appropriate access while
simultaneously affording protection of sensitive
resources. There are many roads throughout the
property, and as such a road plan will need to be
developed to determine those to be used for vehicular
use by the public, those that are required for
administrative use, and unnecessary access points and
roads that should be closed. An inventory of the site’s
natural resources and threatened and endangered flora
and fauna will eventually be conducted to provide a
basis for formulation of a management plan. Prior to
collection of necessary resource information,
management proposals for this project can only be
conceptual in nature. Long-range plans for this property
will generally be directed toward the restoration of
disturbed areas and maintenance of natural
communities. To the greatest extent practical, disturbed
sites will be restored to conditions that would be
expected to occur in naturally functioning ecosystems.
Any existing pine plantations will be thinned to achieve
a more natural appearance. Offsite species will
eventually be replaced with species that would be
expected to occur naturally on those specific sites.
Management activities will also stress enhancement of
the abundance and spatial distribution of threatened and
endangered species. Portions of the area can sustain an
all season prescribed burning program utilizing
practices which incorporate recent research findings.
The objective is to eventually establish an all season
prescribed burning program on all of the fire dependent
community types. Whenever possible, existing roads,
black lines, foam lines and natural breaks will be
utilized to contain and control prescribed and natural
fires. Timber management activities will primarily
consist of improvement of thinning and regeneration
harvests aimed at maintaining and perpetuating forest
ecosystems. Stands will not have atargeted rotation age
but will be managed to maintain a broad diversity of age
classes

ranging from young stands to areas with old growth
characteristics. This will provide habitat for the full
spectrum of species that would be found in the natural
environment and enhance and maintain biodiversity.
The resource inventory will be used to identify sensitive
areas that need special attention, protection or
management, and to locate areas that are appropriate for
any recreational or administrative facilities. Recreation
and administrative infrastructure development will
primarily be located in already disturbed areas and will
be the absolute minimum required to allow public
access for the uses mentioned above, to provide
facilities to accommodate public use, and to administer
and manage the property.

The FFS will promote recreation and environmental
education in the natural environment. It is anticipated
that interpretative and user services recreational
facilities will be developed and the use of low impact,
rustic facilities will be stressed. High impact, organized
recreation areas are not planned because of possible
adverse effects on the natural environment.
Unnecessary roads, firelines and hydrological
disturbances will be abandoned and/or restored to the
greatest extent practical.

Florida Forever Performance Measures The FFS has
reviewed the project and believes that following Florida
Forever Performance Measures appear to apply to this
project:

® Measure G1: Acres acquired that are available for
sustainable forest management.

® Measure G2: Acres of state owned forestland
managed for economic return in accordance with
current Best Management Practices (BMPs).

@ Measure G4: Percentage and number of acres
identified for restoration actually restored by
reforestation.

Note: In some areas, this may be accomplished by
natural regeneration in areas of low density and once
off-site species are harvested. There is the possibility
that other measures apply, however, that may be
determined by an inventory of the resources on the
project.

Revenue Generating Pofential As mentioned above,
timber sales will be conducted as needed to improve or
maintain desirable ecosystem conditions. These sales
will primarily take place in upland pine stands and will
provide a variable source of revenue dependent upon a
variety of factors. Due to the existing condition of the
timber resource on the property, revenue generating
potential of this project is expected to be medium.
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Greenway (CFG), that are adjacent fo the proposed
properties and to provide added protection to this nver
and the ecosystem that it supports. It would connect the
current northem and southemn parcels of the park. The
proposed acquisitions would provide a more contiguons
system of natural areas by creating an infact comdeor
between conservation lands. It would also provide
added protection for the river by safeguarding the
remaining wndeveloped lands in  the already
significantly altered waterway.

PRC encompasses a mumber of disjunct tracts Iying to
the north of as well as along both eastern and western
sides of the nver. Nearly all fracts (but not necessanly
all ownerships) are contignous with public lands. The
Headwaters Property Group (370 acres) lies north of the
nver and s from the state park to SF. 40. The Indian
Creek Property Group (193 acres), which lies along the
eastern side of the river and includes about 1,264 feet of
nver frontage, shares its northem and southern
boundaries with the state park. The Meredith Property
(63 acres) is a split parcel with a small tract along the
eastern side of the river (ca. 1849 feet frontage) that is
completely surrounded by the state park. The larger
tract to the west of the niver 1s isolated from the water.
The Paimbow Fiver Ranch Property (ca. 247 acres) is
north of SE 484 with 5300 feet of frontage along the
eastern side of the Fambow Fiver. The Greenberg
Property (89 acres) has ca. 3,298 feet of frontage along
the western side of the mver, north of Dunnellon. The
Blue Fam of Dunnellon Property (24 acres) 1s on the
southemn side of SE 484, east of the niver across from
Dhumellon, and has ca. 1,322 feet of niver frontage. The
Nafure Preserves of Amenca property (47 acres) is at
the confluence of the Fambow and Withlacoochee
nivers, with the Rambow Fiver forming ca. 2,813 feet
of its northem boundary, and the Withlacoochee River
forming ca. 3,409 feet of its southem boundary. The
FWC has calculated the river frontage as encompassing
15.935 feet.

Public Use

Potential recreation would include hiking, biking, and
picnicking. The nver frontage could be used as a rest
stop for canoeists, ka}'akers and tobers. The southern
trangular 47-acre parcel is heawily forested and has
several wetland areas. This property is currently used as
the Rambow Eiver Club and mcludes several buldings
including a clubhouse, cabins for lodging, and boating
and cookout facilities. The acquisition and use of the
facilities could be confinued as park lodzmg,

admunistration, park residence and low impact
recreation such as hiking, bird watching, kayaking and
education if the membership of the cument club 1s
dissolved. The northwest, 374-acre parcel would help
protect the headsprings recharge area and could provide
a suitable site for future park development The 110-
acre Priest parcel 1s a wetland area and would be hmited
to passive activities such as hiking, bird watching and
kayaking.

Apquisition Planning

On June 15, 2007 the Acqusifion and Restoration
Council (ARC) added the Rambow Fiver Comdor
project to the A-list of the Flonida Forever Pronty List.
Thiz full-fee project was sponscred by the Rambow
River Conservation, incorporated as BERC, Inc. in a
proposal submutted on December 30, 2006. It has about
1,183 acres and an assessed taxable wvalue of
§1.157.483.

Om March 28, 2008 the City of Dhmnellon acquired 32.4
acres of this project for a nverside park on the south side
of Highway 484 (the i Melson Tuber Exit
Property). Funds came from the City ($320,000) and a
t from the Flonda Commmmities Tmst
(52,606.164.50). The city manages this site.

Om December 9. 2011, ARC placed this project in the
Partnerships category in the Flonida Forever list.

Coordination

Pambow Fiver Conservation Inc. worked with the
Trust for Public Land (TPL) and submutted the
application to the Flonda Commmmities Trust (FCT) for
acquiring the Conningham/Melson Tuber Exit Property.
The Division of State Lands is already pursung a
portion of this area (Rainbow Biver Eanch property)
that 15 within the park optimmm boundary, on behalf of
the Division of Fecreation and Parks (DEF).

Management Policy Statement

DFP will manage its property under a single-use
concept as part of Fainbow Biver State Park. The OGT-
manages its portion under the single-use concept as part
of the I-.'Im]ane Harmris Camr Cross Florida Greenway.
The primary ub] ective of management of the Rainbow
Biver project is fo preserve the water quality of the
Pambow and Withlacoochee Fivers and Rambow
Springs by protecting the land above the wnderground
conduits that supply the spring and providing and
ensunng that the resource-based outdoor recreational
opportumifies of



Exhibit S

Land Management Reviews




















































































Exhibit T

Compliance with Local Comprehensive Plan(s)






Exhibit U

State Forest Management Plan
Advisory Group Summary



Management

MPAG Members Present:

Rick Dolan

Rick Owen
Lauren Akins
Chris Mckendree
Justin Albright
David Nicholson
Richard McGinley

Plan Advisory Group Organizational Meeting
Ross Prairie State Forest

10-Year Land Management Plan
June 27,2019
10:30 a.m.

Meeting Minutes

Waccasassa Forestry Center Manager, Florida Forest Service (FFS)
Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DRP)

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC)
Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD)

Soil & Water Conservation District (NACD)

National Wild Turkey Federation

Local Private Property Owner

MPAG Members Not Present:

Staff:

Kathy Bryant
Al Koontz

Alan Davis, FFS

Patti Anderson, FFS
Charlie Pedersen, FFS
Justin Kilcrease, FFS
James Wood, FFS
Terry Sheehan, FFS

Marion County Board of County Commissioners
Local Private Property Owner

Stephen Montgomery, FFS

Guests:

None

Meeting Start Time: 10:30 a.m.

Mr. Davis opened the meeting, introduced himself, and explained the purpose, statutory framework
and management plan development process within which MPAG members are called upon to provide

input into the draft land management plan.

Mr. Davis explained the Sunshine Law’s role in the MPAG public hearings and MPAG member

appointment.

Mr. Davis stated the MPAG meeting was advertised to the public through local newspaper (Ocala Star
Banner), Florida Administrative Register, FFS webpage, as well as posted on the kiosk at the entrance to
the forest. The meeting was also announced at the Marion County Commission meeting on June 6,

2019.


















Exhibit V

State Forest Summary Budget






Exhibit W

Arthropod Control Plan on RPSF
Response from Marion County, Florida
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