PEACE RIVER STATE FOREST
2019 LAND MANAGEMENT PLAN
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Ten Year Management Accomplishment Summary
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Boundary/Roads Map
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Optimal Management Boundary Map






Exhibit D

Current/Planned
Facilities, Recreation, and Improvements









Exhibit E

Proximity to Significant Managed Lands
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Florida Forever Projects
























Revenue-generating potential The revenue-generating
potential of the portion managed by Sarasota County is
expected to be moderately low. Some future revenues
rmight come from recreational user fees and ecotourism
activities, if such projects could be economically
developed.

Cooperators in management activities BSarasota
County proposes to manage the 802-acre section of the
project like the adjacent state park and will carry out
management activities and coordinate public access and
use. Sarasota County will cooperate with and seek the
assistance of Myakka River State Park, the SWFWMD
and interested parties as appropriate.
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Capital Expenditiures No capital project expenditures
will be needed on the full-fee parcel managed by
Sarasota County, but land managernent activities such
as prescribed fire, vegetative restoration, and primitive
public accessfuse will need to be funded. As more
information is gathered and an analysis of the site is
comnpleted, Sarasota County intends to include project
funds contingent on availability.

Management costs and sources of revenue It is
anticipated that management funding will come from
Sarasota County’s Environmentally Sensitive Lands
Protection Program. Budget needs for initial
management are estimated as follows. Annual funding
could be lower.

SALARY (0.1FTE)  $5,000
EXPENSE $3,000
TOTAL $8,000

Updated March 7 2016









Acquisition Planning

On June 11, 2010, the Acquisition and Restoration
Council (ARC) added the Peace River Refuge project
to the Florida Forever list in the Less-Than-Fee
category.

Coordination
There are no known acquisition partners at this time.

Management Policy Statement

As a proposed conservation easement or other less-
than-fee interest, the project will be managed by the
private landowner with restrictions under the
agreement. The purchase of development rights, the
prohibition of any further conversion of existing natural
areas to agricultural uses, and limited public access to
some sites will likely be the primary focus of the
conservation easement.

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The Peace River
Refuge project meets Florida Forever measures of using
alternatives to fee-simple acquisitions and of protecting
Strategic Habitat Areas, natural floodplains and
significant surface waters. It is important to buffer and
preserve the water quality and habitat of the Peace River
and its creeks and to protect the water quality for the
downstream Charlotte Harbor Estuary.

Manager Landowner with the OES, or its successor,
would serve as the conservation easement monitor.
Conditions affecting intensity of management
Property is impacted by historical phosphate mining in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries and logging
operations and agriculture and wildlife game farming

which have resulted in a sub-par classification for all
the native habitat types. Removing the high fence
enclosures used to cage exotic animals (elk and buffalo)
would leave the property open for a black bear
passageway. Clearings and low meander features
appear to have been deepened. Disturbed areas include
pasture; clearings; roads (including abandoned railroad
grade); canal/ditch or impoundment; and utility
corridor. Additionally, the upland habitat at the Peace
River Refuge was platted for development in the
1970’s; although development did not occur, roads and
culverts were added, altering the natural hydrology. The
timber harvests during the 1970°s and lack of prescribed
fire have left the historically mixed-pine hardwood
forest devoid of any pines.

Timetable for implementing management and
provisions  for security and protection of

infrastructure Not applicable to a conservation
easement.

Revenue-generating potential None, under a
conservation easement.

Cooperators in management activities The landowner
and staff of the OES.

Management costs and sources of revenute Purchase of
a conservation easement over the property would be
most beneficial for protecting the Peace River and for
providing habitat for rare plants and animals. The cost
of the monitoring contractor plus stafftime in the OES
would add to the administrative costs of the easement.
No sources of revenue are known at this time.

Updated March 30, 2015
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Exhibit G

Department of State Report on Archeological Sites and
Historical Sites









Exhibit H

Management Procedures
for
Archaeological and Historical Sites and Properties on
State Owned or Controlled Lands









Exhibit |

Soil Maps and Descriptions




















































































Exhibit J

Department of Environmental Protection
Outstanding Florida Waters









Exhibit K

Water Resources






Exhibit L

Florida Natural Areas Inventory
Managed Area Tracking Record
























Exhibit M

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
Response





















Exhibit N

Fire History






Exhibit O

Observed
Non-Native Invasive Species






Exhibit P

Current FNAI Natural Communities
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Historic FNAI Natural Communities
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Management Prospectus



Florida Forest Service (FFS)
Land Management Prospectus
Peaceful Horse Ranch

Desoto County, Florida

FFS Site Inspection: 10/03/2012

Propertv Description:

The Peaceful Horse Ranch project includes some 4, 414 acres, with approximately 7.6 miles of
frontage on the Peace Biver and 5.6 miles of frontage on Horse Creek, the Peace River's major
tributary. The shoreline forest is largely pristine with a wetlands corridor consisting mostly of
cabbage and zabal palm, cypress, and live cak. Four parcels of the project are located along both
sides of the Peace River in southwestern Desoto County. The easternmost two parcels total about
253 acres of floodplain forest, and are largely inaccessible except by river. There is potential
connectivity with other publiclv-owned lands. The southernmost parcel consists of approximately
704 acres of floodplain forest bisected by the Peace River and C.E_ 761. It is separated from the
largest parcel by Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund (BTIITF) lands which
could be a connector, should the ranch be acquired. The Peace River tranzitions from entirely fresh-
water at the northern end of the project area to somewhat braclizh with scme tidal influence at the
southern end.

Approximately 1300 acres of the 4,414 acres are in improved pasture, the remainder is
predominantly flood plain forest and wetlands. There are no marketable timber resources present
on the ranch. The ranch is improved with three residential units in varied states of repair, several
barns and stables of very high quality, several miles of 8° game type fencing. Presently, a
substantial portion of the improved pasture is under leaze with approximately 300 head cow calf
operztion and 100-200 acrez of hay field. Previcusly managed as an exotic game park, the ranch 1s
in relatively good condition. The inzpection team noted several small areas of cogon grass, a listed
invasive exotic, and noted substantial damage from feral pigs. This property helps in establizhing
links with other conservation areas, protecting biodiversity and wildlife, and helps in preserving the
natural flood plain.

The Peace River contributes the bulk of freshwater entering Charlotte Harbor, one of the largest and
most productive estuaries in Florida Precluding major residential and commercial development
along the river will azzist efforts to preserve water quality flowing to the estuary as well as
protecting fish and wildlife resources, river access, significant historical sites, and natural resource-
baszed recreation in this developing region.

Florida Forest Service Management:

The FFS management of Peaceful Horse Banch will act to help preserve the water quality of the
Peace River and its creeks as these waters flow into the Charlotte Harbor estuary; to protect fish and
other wildlife associated with the floodplains, rivers, creeks and estuany; and to provide for a
diverse array of resource-based recreational opportunities. The FFS will seck to maintain the
property by preserving the Flerida ranch type atmesphere, slowly converting some pasture to
natural prasses. removing exofic species, maintaining some improved pastures, and possibly
continuing the prazing operations. This property iz not envisioned as a productive timber tract and
will not be managed as such; however, longleaf pine/wiregrass restoration will be a component of
allowing some pastures to go to a more natural state thus enhancing the native species habitat.



Adjoining vpland properties appear to have intact longleaf'wiregrass components in relatively good
condition.

The FFS will manage the property under a multiple uze concept. The primary objective of the
management of the Peaceful Horze Fanch is to preserve the water quality of the Peace River and its
nearby creeks and ensure that the resource based outdoor recreational opportunities of the ranch will
continue to be enjoyed by youth groups, disabled American veterans, and the public. FF5S will
comtitnue an emphasis on Florida Heritage ranching by continuing and expanding the existing cattle
grazing operations.

The existing infrastructure includes three residential structores. two horse barns, a large enclosed
equipment shop, a well-maintained access road and several miles of high quality game fence.
Proposed use of these facilities includes on-site residences for FFS personnel, equipment storage
and maintenance, recreational facilities for equestrian users, a possible lodge-type facility for
specialty Operation Outdoor Freedom or youth hunting events, and an administrative/educational
facility. Detailed inspection of these existing facilities i3 required to determine the most cost-
effective revitalization associated with the proposed sue of the facilities.

Equipment required to manage the property includes but iz not limited to a 4x4 pickup, farm tractor
with implements (bucket, box blade, bush hog, etc.), a commercial grade riding mower, desldtop
computer with network access and associated furniture/supplies, and an ATV,

Public Use:

Currently. there are no managed public lands along the Peace River. The Peaceful Horze Ranch
lends itzelf to canceing, kavaking, fishing primitive camping, equestrizn uses, specialty hunting
opporfunities, and group recreational opportunities. The dimensions of Peaceful Horze Banch
preclude opening the ranch to general public hunting; however, specialty hunts for dizabled
American veterans through Operation Cutdoor Freedom program and youth hunting and fishing
opportunities would be very compatible. The miles of river and creek front offer tremendous
paddling and fishing opportunities. The existing structures could easily be renovated to
accommodate special needs hunters, paddlers, and create destination facilities for youth group
activities during non-hunting seasons, such as Future Farmers, Boy/Girl Scouts, ete. Existing roads
may be utilized for trails throughout the property providing off-road bicycling, hiking, horsebaclk
riding and access to beautifinl vistas along the river.

Revenue generating potential:
The FFS expects no significant revenue from the management of this property. The amount of
future revenue will depend on the acreage that is grazed and the nature and extent of public use.

Cooperators in management activities:

FFS will cooperate with other agencies, both public and private, in developing quality youth and
dizabled American veteran outdoor opportunities. FEFS will liatze with local governments other
state agencies, and the water management district to forther resource management, recreational and
educational opportunities.
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Compliance with Local Comprehensive Plan(s)

(Will be inserted once received)



From: Anderson, Pati

To: e.hahn@desotobocc.com

Ce: Weis, Duane: Strickland, Eric

Subject: Peace River State Forest Land Management Flan
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2018 10:57:00 AM
Attachments: 2018 Peace River SF LMP with Exhibits.zip

Earl Hahn, Development Director
201 E Oak Street, Suite 204
Arcadia, FL 34266

Good morning,

Attached is a copy of the Florida Forest Service’s Draft Ten-Year Management Plan for the Peace
River State Forest (PRSF) with exhibits. Please review the plan and reply as to whether the plan is
consistent with the DeSoto County Local Comprehensive Plan. Flease provide your response as soon
as possible to keep this Draft Ten-Year Management Plan moving forward.

Please address all correspondence concerning this matter to me at the address below. | can be

reached by telephone at (850) 681-5887 or email at Patricis. Anderson@freshfromflorids.com should

you have any questions or concerns.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

Patti Anderson

State Lands Plan Coordinator

Attachments: Peace River State Forest Draft Ten-Year Management Plan
Plan Exhibits

cc: Duane Weis, Myakka River District Manager
Eric Strickland, Myakka River District Senior Forester

Patti Anderson

State Lands Plan Coordinator

Florida Forest Service

Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services



Exhibit T

State Forest Management Plan
Advisory Group Summary





















Exhibit U

State Forest Summary Budget






Exhibit V

Arthropod Control Plan on PRSF
Response from Desoto County, Florida






Exhibit W

Special Warranty Deed









Exhibit X

Operation Outdoor Freedom Facilities






