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Management Plan Advisory Group Organizational Meeting 
Lake Wales Ridge State Forest 

January 17, 2018 
10:30 a.m. 

Meeting Minutes 
  

MPAG Members Present:  
• Kawika Bailey                      Florida Forest Service (FFS) 
• Ayounga Riddick                 South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) 
• Chris Matson                       Division of Recreation and Parks, Department of Environmental 

Protection (DRP/DEP) 
• Marian Ryan       Sierra Club (Local Conservation Organization)  
• Cary Lightsey                       Rancher/ Cattle Lessee (Local Private Property Owner) 
• Melony Bell                         Polk County Commissioner (Local Elected Official) 
• Paul Sullivan                       User Group Representative (Equestrians) 
• Dwight Myers                     Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
• Michelle Dent       Archbold Biological Station (Local Private Property Owner) 

 
MPAG Members Not Present:  

• Rose & Jim Kellerman     User Group Representative (Hikers)  
• Edward Sheehan                 Local Soil and Water Conservation District Representative 
• Jennifer Myers                  Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
• Cheryl Millett   The Nature Conservancy (Local Conservation Organization) 
  

Staff: 
• Corey Walk, FFS 
• Jean Ferrara, FFS 
• Rick Britt, FFS 
• Candice Knothe, FFS 
• Nathan Bartosek, FFS 
• Jennifer Heller, FFS 
• Bill Korn, FFS 
• Alan Davis, FFS 

  
Guests: 

• Tom Palmer   North Atlantic Butterfly Assoc., Sierra Club 
• Jacque Woodward  Ridge Audubon 
• Debbie Thompson  Private Property Owner 
• Nell Alexander   Private Property Owner 
• Sandy Madden   Private Property Owner 
• John Ferrara   Private Property Owner 

      
Meeting Start Time:  10:30 a.m. 

• Mr. Korn opened the meeting and thanked Indian Lake Estates for the hospitality and usage of the 
facilities for the public meetings.   



 

• Mr. Korn continued by explaining the purpose, statutory and management plan development 
process within which MPAG members are called upon to provide input into the draft land 
management plan.  Mr. Korn reviewed which entities the management plan and advisory group 
members represent.  

• Mr. Korn also explained the Sunshine Law’s role in the MPAG public hearings and MPAG 
member appointment timeframe. 

• Mr. Korn then asked Mr. Walk to provide an overview of how the meetings were advertised to 
the public. 

• Mr. Walk stated the MPAG meeting was advertised through local newspaper (Polk County 
Democrat/The Ledger), FAW (FAR-FL Admin Weekly), FFS webpage, Board of County 
Commissioners (attended Polk BoCC mtg on 12/19/2017), and Forest kiosks. 

• Mr. Korn provided a rundown of the various approvals the draft land management plan must go 
through both before and after the MPAG public hearings have occurred. 

• Next, everyone in the room introduced themselves and explained what entity or organization they 
are with, and/or why they have interest in the meeting. 

• Mr. Korn explained the notion of consensus and how it relates to the group’s determinations.  
Also explained the fact that the FFS Director is the ultimate decider on any changes made to the 
draft plan. 

• Mr. Korn explained that following a PowerPoint presentation at the public hearing, there would 
be a question/answer session and they were all welcome to ask questions.  At the public 
hearing/public part of the meeting, Mr. Korn encouraged them to listen for the public’s 
ideas/concerns.  He advised that at the MPAG Workshop meeting to follow would be an 
opportunity to share their thoughts on what they’d heard from the public and their ideas on the 
draft management plan. 

• The advisory group all agreed to designate Kawika Bailey as MPAG chair.  
• The logistics of the facilities, bathrooms, etc. were laid out for the meeting attendees benefit. 

Meeting End Time:   10:48 a.m. 

  
  

   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Management Plan Advisory Group Public Hearing 
Lake Wales Ridge State Forest 

January 17, 2018 
11:00 a.m. 

Meeting Minutes 
 

MPAG Members Present:  
• Kawika Bailey                      Florida Forest Service (FFS) 
• Ayounga Riddick                 South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) 
• Chris Matson                       Division of Recreation and Parks, Department of Environmental 

Protection (DRP/DEP) 
• Marian Ryan  Sierra Club (Local Conservation Organization)  
• Cary Lightsey                       Rancher/ Cattle Lessee (Local Private Property Owner) 
• Melony Bell                         Polk County Commissioner (Local Elected Official) 
• Paul Sullivan                       User Group Representative (Equestrians) 
• Dwight Myers                     Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
• Michelle Dent   Archbold Biological Station (Local Private Property Owner) 
• Cheryl Millett   The Nature Conservancy (Local Conservation Organization) 

 
MPAG Members Not Present:  

• Rose & Jim Kellerman     User Group Representative (Hikers) 
• Edward Sheehan                 Local Soil and Water Conservation District Representative 
• Jennifer Myers                  Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 

 
Staff: 

• Corey Walk, FFS 
• Jean Ferrara, FFS 
• Rick Britt, FFS 
• Candice Knothe, FFS 
• Nathan Bartosek, FFS 
• Jennifer Heller, FFS 
• Bill Korn, FFS 
• Alan Davis, FFS 

  
Guests:   

• Tom Palmer   North Atlantic Butterfly Assoc., Sierra Club 
• Jacque Woodward   Ridge Audubon 
• Debbie Thompson   Private Property Owner 
• Nell Alexander   Private Property Owner 
• Sandy Madden   Private Property Owner 

 
 
 
 
Meeting Start Time:  11:00 a.m. 
 



 

• Mr. Bailey, the MPAG Chairperson welcomed everyone to the public hearing on behalf of all the 
MPAG members. 

• MPAG members introduced themselves. 
• Mr. Korn continued the meeting and gave a general overview of the purpose of the public 

hearing. 
• Mr. Korn stated that at this time four (4) speaker forms were filled out.  One (1) was written only, 

and three (3) were for speakers. He encouraged all visitors to complete a speaker form, which he 
reminded everyone could be used also to provide FFS with written comments on the plan. 

• Mr. Walk gave a PowerPoint presentation on the draft plan, including informative points on 
location, tracts and the goals and objectives to be accomplished on the forest during the next ten 
(10) years. 

• Mr. Korn then invited FFS/FWC management staff up front and opened the floor to questions. 
• Question -  Ms. Millett asked how does FFS plan to burn 5,000 acres.  Answered by Mr. Britt -   

Burning is based on staff availability, weather, etc. 
• Question – Ms. Dent wanted to know what is the future plans for harvesting natural pine trees.  

Answered by Mr. Bartosek and Mr. Walk – Planted slash pine and some stands of natural South 
Florida slash pine may be harvested based on site characteristics for flatwoods restoration 
purposes.  Stands of natural pine that are harvested are based on high trees per acre density and 
desired conditions to maintain through prescribed fire.  Clear-cuts and pine thinning are 
considered for harvest for restoration on LWRSF. 

• Question – Ms. Millett asked about trapping hogs on the state forest.  Answered by Mr. Walk - he 
explained that LWRSF issues special use permits to hog trappers and mentioned hog numbers 
over the years from allowing hog trapping on all tracts.  

• Question – Ms. Dent asked what we have done for surveys on RCW population.  Mr. Myers 
stated that FWC doesn’t do any RCW tracking. 

• Question – Ms. Madden asked where and when hunting is allowed.  Mr. Myers answered 
regarding the WMA’s on the state forest as well as the hunts on the Prairie Tract for Operation 
Outdoor Freedom. 

• Question – Ms. Millett asked about monitoring projects on the state forest.  Ms. Knothe said 
results are available in the annual Plant Conservation Program report. 

• Question – Ms. Thompson asked if storm-impacted native plants being restored.  Ms. Knothe 
while some chainsaw cleanup work along roads/trails was done – generally that native plants are 
left to regenerate naturally. 

• With no other questions, Mr. Korn confirmed from the Speaker Forms that there were three (3) 
people wishing to speak during the public hearing phase of the meeting. 

Speakers:  
 

• Ms. Woodard – from Ridge Audubon.  Thanked everyone for the work on the state forest.  And 
offered any help to protect the habitat.  

• Mr. Palmer – Sierra Club and N. American Butterfly Assoc.  Advised the need for specific 
butterfly and moth surveys.  Offered to share a copy of bird surveys. 

• Ms. Ryan – Friends of the Polk County Parks Foundation – Looking for more port-o-lets on the 
hiking trails and an additional 2-2 ½ mile trail on LWRSF.  

• With no other speakers, Mr. Korn adjourned the public hearing. 

 Meeting End Time:           11:51 p.m.  

 
Management Plan Advisory Group Workshop Meeting 



 

Lake Wales Ridge State Forest 
January 17, 2018 

1:00 p.m. 
  

Meeting Minutes 
MPAG Members Present:  

• Kawika Bailey                      Florida Forest Service (FFS) 
• Ayounga Riddick                 South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) 
• Chris Matson                       Division of Recreation and Parks, Department of Environmental 

Protection (DRP/DEP) 
• Marian Ryan  Sierra Club (Local Conservation Organization)  
• Cary Lightsey                       Rancher/ Cattle Lessee (Local Private Property Owner) 
• Melony Bell                         Polk County Commissioner (Local Elected Official) 
• Paul Sullivan                       User Group Representative (Equestrians) 
• Dwight Myers                     Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
• Michelle Dent   Archbold Biological Station (Local Private Property Owner) 
• Cheryl Millett  The Nature Conservancy (Local Conservation Organization) 

 
MPAG Members Not Present:  

• Rose & Jim Kellerman     User Group Representative (Hikers) 
• Edward Sheehan                 Local Soil and Water Conservation District Representative 
• Jennifer Myers                  Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 

      
Staff: 

• Corey Walk, FFS 
• Jean Ferrara, FFS 
• Rick Britt, FFS 
• Candice Knothe, FFS 
• Nathan Bartosek, FFS 
• Jennifer Heller, FFS 
• Bill Korn, FFS 
• Alan Davis, FFS 

  
Guests: 

• Debbie Thompson  Private Property Owner 
• Nell Alexander  Private Property Owner 

   
Meeting Start Time:  1:05 p.m. 
  

• Mr. Korn started the meeting by going over the meeting structure that would take place and specifics 
regarding staff and member responsibilities regarding the meeting minutes in the coming days/weeks. 

• Mr. Korn declared a “page-by-page” process would be the way the group would be reviewing and 
commenting on the draft plan today.  The notion of “consensus” was also once again discussed.   

• Mr. Korn asked if any advisory group members had comments regarding statements made by the 
public during the previous hearing. 

• Ms. Millett – questioned acres managed with prescribed fire (Past Accomplishments/pg. 11).  Would 
like to see current fire frequency added.   



 

• Mr. Matson – Goal (1) Sustainable Forest Management/Objective 4/pg. 14) – under performance 
measures – add a measurement for successful/survival rate or established.  Mr. Walk answered, “it 
states number of acres planted with native pines.” 

• Mr. Myers – Goal (2) Public Access and Recreation Opportunities/Objective 1/pg. 14) –   Change 
words to “year-round” access/remove “during hunting season”.  Mr. Sullivan voiced serious concerns 
with total public access during hunting seasons.   

• Mr. Lightsey questioned the possibility of coyote control. He stated that game animal numbers have 
been down and he believes the work that ranchers have done employing coyote trappers has had a 
positive impact on game numbers. 

• Mr. Korn asked that the group focus on the text/language at hand contained within this draft plan. 
• Mr. Matson – Goal (4) Fire Management/Objective 3/Performance measures/pg. 17) – suggest % of 

project completed. 
• Mr. Myers – Goal (2) Objective 5/Performance Measures (pg. 15) stated rules will be displayed in 

kiosks but copies of the brochure will no longer be available for distribution at kiosks; Mr. Walk 
answered that FFS updates kiosks on LWRSF with printed out dates from WMA brochures for 
display and updates the LWRSF website with hunt dates; hard copies of WMA brochures would be 
on the FWC website:  www.myfwc.com.  

• Mr. Matson – Goal (6) Non-Native Invasive Species Maintenance and Control/Objective 4/(pg. 18) – 
asked to change from hogs removed to number of sounders removed.  Mr. Myers stated cannot 
measure sounders removed because you wouldn’t know if you got the entire family.  Ms. Millet asked 
if the impact from hog damage could be measured.  Mr. Myers stated it is something that could be 
reviewed.  

• Mr. Matson – Goal (8) Hydrological Preservation and Restoration/Objective 3/(pg. 19) – asked if we 
could identify/monitor hydrology and/or water quality.  Mr. Korn asked Mr. Matson to put his 
thoughts in writing to present. Mr. Matson later presented an objective to MPAG. 

• Ms. Ryan – Goal (9) Capital Facilities and Infrastructure/Objective 1/(pg. 19) asked for an assessment 
of availability of port-o-lets on the trails.  Mr. Walk answered with information regarding the where-
about for current port-o-lets. 

• Ms. Ryan asked about Adjacent Conflicting Uses – issue of private landowner dumping water on 
Bonnet Creek - thought the problem should be a law enforcement issue.  Local FFS staff stated that 
situation was elevated to Tallahassee. Mr. Bailey confirmed that it too had be referred to the Water 
Management District. 

• Mr. Myers – Planned Improvements (pg. 31) WIW Tract - install (1) check station on WIW.  FWC 
removed check station.  Suggest change to discuss/review the need for (1) check station on WIW.  
Also, he suggested adding that Arbuckle check station be updated or rebuilt. 

• Ms. Millet would like better signage on WIW trails.  Mr. Korn said this was operational level item 
and asked Mr. Walk to bring up in next Liaison Committee Mtg. 

• Ms. Dent – Archaeological/Cultural Resources and Protection (2)/pg. 40) – Asked what was planted 
in sandhill on the WIW tract in two blocks?  Mr. Bartosek answered -  offsite slash pine. 

• Mr. Myers – Wildlife Resources/Surveying and Monitoring/(pg. 57) - recommend use FWC 
guidelines to manage Scrub Jays.  (FWC document).  Add population trends.  Lake Wales Ridge vs 
the state forest    Mr. Myers – Other Rate Biota Surveys – add Florida bonneted bat surveys.  Mr. 
Bailey asked if this was the place to address the concern for monitoring coyotes?  Add to surveying 
and Monitoring.  Mr. Palmer asked about surveying specific butterflies be included.  Mr. Myers also 
suggested including adding the need to monitor for red-cockaded woodpeckers to this section. 
Everyone agreed these would be appropriate additions. 

• Mr. Bailey – Public Access and Recreation V/(pg. 62)– language related to the need for additional 
port-o-lets requested by Ms. Ryan – agreed to add language in the plan for periodic evaluations. 

• Mr. Korn –Suggested to add some language here that FFS will continue to monitor conflicts between 
hunters and casual users and to mitigate for any issues identified 

• Ms. Millet -  asked if there were any new trails planned.  Mr. Walk stated none at this time. 

http://www.myfwc.com/


 

• Ms. Ryan - asked what percentages are ecological burns vs seasonal burns.  Agreed that FFS could 
pull those number together and add to the Exhibit section. 

• Ms. Dent – G – Habitat Restoration/(pg. 79) – (WIW) – questioned if we are creating scrub habitat 
for the remnant jay population when it’s gone or trying to expand habitat.  She stated we should 
maintain habitat, not create.  Would like to see acreage for core area of FSJ’s.  Agreed to include 
specific acreage numbers or map to describe the limited nature of this restoration. 

• Mr. Matson – Sandhill Restoration on WIW (pg. 81) – would like added - re-establish longleaf pine 
and wiregrass and other diverse species as part of sandhill groundcover. 

• Ms. Dent – under mechanical work – what is the time period for the subsequent burning to be 
completed.   Mr. Bailey stated FFS can add as a guideline – 9 months. 

• Mr. Korn gave a brief explanation of Table 7 – Natural Communities/Historical & Current 
Conditions. 

• Mr. Korn asked the group if everyone, as a consensus, was generally good with the plan.  All agreed 
with the exception of one (1) item (allowing general public access during hunt season) that one (1) 
member had issue with.  He went around the table to each MPAG member and asked for their overall 
general comments and if they had any other issues.  Each member stated they thought it was a good 
plan.  They appreciated being invited to participate and liked the process. 

• Mr. Korn stated that the FFS Director would be looking at this local level input next, and then the 
draft plan will go before the Acquisition and Restoration Council. 

• Mr. Bailey thanked all his staff for all the work done.  

Meeting End Time:  3:47 p.m.   
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