TOP THE INVADERS!

' INSECTS CAN BE PESTS ‘

Insects feed on many kinds of plants. Sometimes either the adult or larval stage will eat
so much of the plant that the plant dies or is unable to produce fruit. When this happens

on plants that people use for food. In Florida, the Florida Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services works to protect our food supply from pests like the Mediterranean
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fruit fly and the rugose spiraling whitefly.

The rugose spiraling whitefly is present in
Miami-Dade, Broward and Monroe counties.

It feeds on over 60 species of plants including
coconut palms, avocado, gumbo limbo and
Florida black olive. Whiteflies harm plants

by removing water and nutrients. The sticky
residue, honeydew, they excrete also promotes
the growth of a fungus called sooty mold. The
honeydew and mold decrease a plant’s ability to

produce nutrients.
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HOW TO RECOGNIZE AN INSECT

— Three body parts: head, thorax and abdomen
—> Six legs on the thorax

— One or two pairs of wings on the thorax

— An outer skeleton called an exoskeleton

Color Me! Use the photos below as a
guide to color the fruit flies.

J—thorax

L1
ing BN
wine t‘ﬁ‘\ ]\abdomen

[

Mediterranean fruit fly

Caribbean fruit fly

COLOR/MIX

brown | blue & orange

red & yellow

black yellow, red & blue

green blue & yellow
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4 TRUE OR FALSE? N

TRUE FALSE

1. All insects have six legs O Q
2. Allinsects have an exoskeleton O O
3. The legs and wings of an insect

are on the abdomen O Q

4. An insect has four body parts O Q

5. Only adult insects are pests O Q
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