Why Mitigate?

The Florida Forest Service conducts wildfire
mitigation activities throughout the year to help
protect communities in Collier, Hendry and Lee
Counties from wildfires.

On average, wildfires burn 7,000 acres, or 11 sq.

miles, of land each year in southwest Florida.

In addition to placing human lives and property
at risk, wildfires can also alter hydrology and
destroy or degrade wildlife habitat, including
that of endangered species, such as the Florida
panther.

Services Available

The Florida Forest Service provides
guidance and assistance with:

o Wildfire Risk and Mitigation
e Prescribed Burning

e Land Management

e Timber Sales

« Planting and Reforestation

« Contractor Selection

o Wildlife Management

¢ Insect and Disease Identification

e Community Forest Designation

e Forest Stewardship Program
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What is Mitigation?

Wildfire mitigation is the proactive
implementation of various measures designed to
minimize the destructive effects of wildfires.

The most effective mitigation activities:

e reduce the amount or height of vegetative fuels

e include prescribed fire and mechanical
treatments, such as mulching, grinding and
roller-chopping

The Florida Forest Service conducts wildfire

mitigation activities throughout the year to help

protect communities in Collier, Hendry and Lee

Counties from wildfires.

Mitigation activities are conducted in high-risk
wildland-urban interface (WUI) communities.
The WUI refers to those areas where homes are
interspersed with natural lands. The wildfire
risk of an area is determined by a number of

Prescribed Fire

Prescribed fire refers to the planned and
controlled application of fire to a specific piece
of land to accomplish resource management
objectives, such as wildfire mitigation.

For wildfire mitigation objectives, prescribed
fires are designed to reduce dense vegetation
and thereby minimize the risk of life-threatening
wildfires.

The Florida Forest Service conducts prescribed
fires only when practical and safe. A written
prescription is prepared for every burn that
specifies how and when it can be implemented
to ensure safety and effectiveness.

In most cases, prescribed burning is more
efficient and cost-effective than other types of
treatments, but it can be difficult to implement
in densely-populated areas due to smoke and

Mechanical Treatments
Roller Chopping

Roller chopping is a mechanical treatment
achieved through the use of a bulldozer that
pulls a metal drum with protruding metal
blades. The drum knocks down and cuts up
flammable understory plants, such as saw
palmetto. Operators avoid or limit roller
chopping beneath tree canopies to reduce the
potential for stress to the trees.




