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Soil Series Descriptions for Ralph E. Simmons State Forest 
 
The Albany series consists of moderately deep, somewhat poorly drained soils that formed in 
marine and fluviomarine deposits or eolian deposits.  Slopes range from 0 to 8 percent. 
 
The Aqualfs suborder occupy depressional areas or low-gradient landscapes subject to seasonal 
high water tables.  They have aquic conditions for some time in most years within 50 cm of the 
mineral horizon and redoximorphic features in the upper 12.5 cm of the argillic, natric, or kandic 
horizon.  Their appearance is normally controlled by gray redox depletions and higher-chroma 
redox concentrations.  In some, ground water is near the surface during a considerable part of the 
year but drops to depths below the argillic (or natric, kandic horizon) in another part of the year.  
In others, the ground water may be deep most of the year but horizons that have low hydraulic 
conductivity restrict the downward movement of water and extend the period of saturation.  
 
The Blanton series consists of very deep, somewhat excessively drained to moderately well 
drained, moderately to slowly permeable soils on uplands and stream terraces in the Coastal 
Plain.  They formed in sandy and loamy marine or eolian deposits.  Slopes range from 0 to 45 
percent 
 
The Boulogne series consists of nearly level, poorly drained soils that formed by sandy marine 
sediments and are found within mostly mesic flatwoods. 
 
The Brookman series consists of very deep, very poorly drained, slowly permeable soils that 
formed in thick clayey sediments on marine terraces of Pleistocene Age.  These soils are on 
broad shallow depressions in the lower Coastal Plains.  They are saturated in late winter and 
early in the spring, and occasionally in the summer and fall.  Water runs off the surface very 
slowly.  Slope is dominantly less that 2 percent.  
 
The Buccaneer series consists of very poorly drained, very slowly permeable soils that formed 
in thick deposits of clayey sediments of marine origin.  These soils are in well defined 
drainageway, broad, nearly level swamps and low hammocks on flood plains.  They are flooded 
for six months or more during most years.  Slopes are less than 2 percent. 
 
The Ellabelle series consists of deep, very poorly drained soils of Coastal Plain depressions and 
drains.  These soils have black loamy sand A horizons over thick gray sandy clay loam Bt 
horizons.  The soil formed in thick beds of medium textured marine and fluvial deposits.  Slopes 
are 0 to 2 percent.  
 
The Goldhead series consists of poorly drained and very poorly drained soils on broad areas of 
the flatwoods and wetlands. 
 
The Hurricane series consists of very deep, somewhat poorly drained, moderately rapid 
permeable soils on broad areas that are slightly higher than the adjacent flatwoods, such as dryer 
mesic flatwoods sites.  They formed in sandy marine sediments.  Slopes range from 0 to 5 
percent. 
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The Kershaw series consists of very deep, excessively drained, rapid or very rapidly permeable 
soils on uplands and dune-like landscapes of the Coastal Plain.  They formed in thick sandy 
deposits.  Slopes range from 2 to 15 percent. 
 
The Kingsferry series consists of very deep very poorly drained sandy soils that have a Bh 
horizon at a depth of 30 to 50 inches.  They formed in thick deposits of sandy marine sediments.  
They are on nearly level, broad low flats on the flatwoods.  Slopes range from 0 to 2 percent. 
 
The Leon series consists of very deep, poorly and very poorly drained, moderately to moderately 
slowly permeable soils on upland flats, depressions, stream terraces and tidal areas.  They 
formed in sandy marine sediments of the Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain.  Slopes range from 0 to 
5 percent. 
 
The Meadowbrook series consists of very deep, poorly drained and very poorly drained, 
moderately slowly permeable soils on flats and small stream flood plains of the Southern Coastal 
Plain and the Atlantic and Gulf Coast Flatwoods.  They formed in thick beds of sandy and loamy 
marine sediments.  Slopes range from 0 to 5 percent. 
 
The Meggett series consists of very deep, poorly drained soils on stream terraces, flood plains, 
flats.  They formed in alluvium, fluviomarine deposits.  Slopes range from 0 to 3 percent. 
 
The Ortega series consists of very deep, moderately well drained soils that formed in a sandy 
deposit on marine terraces.  These soils are on nearly level to strongly sloping upland landscapes.  
Slopes range from 0 to 12 percent. 
 
The Ousley soils consist of very deep, somewhat poorly drained, rapidly permeable soils on 
terraces and flood plains of the Coastal Plain.  They formed in sandy fluvial sediments.  Slopes 
range from 0 to 5 percent. 
 
The Plummer series consist of very deep, poorly or very poorly drained soils on flats or 
depressions.  They formed in marine or fluviomarine deposits.  Slopes range from 0 to 5 percent, 
dominantly less than 1 percent. 
 
The Ridgewood series consists of very deep, somewhat poorly drained soils on uplands.  They 
formed in beds of sandy marine deposits.  Slopes range from 0 to 8 percent. 
 
The Rutlege series consists of very deep, very poorly drained soils on flats, depressions, or flood 
plains.  They formed in marine or fluvial sediments.  Slopes range from 0 to 2 percent.  
 
The Sapelo series consists of very deep, somewhat poorly to poorly drained soils that formed in 
beds of marine sediments.  Slopes range from 0 to 2 percent. 
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