
FLORIDA’S 
AQUACULTURE 

INDUSTRY 
Over a century of agriculture 

beneath the waves... 

The African cichlids in the Commissioner’s 
Office aquarium were donated by 

Imperial Tropicals and the aquarium by the 
Florida Tropical Fish Farms Association 

WHAT DOES THE 
DIVISION OF 

AQUACULTURE DO? 

Regulate and facilitate the growth of 
the aquaculture industry in Florida 

Educate stakeholders on the Florida 
aquaculture industry 

Manage the Shellfish Harvesting 
Area Classification Program in 
Florida state waters

Oversee the Aquaculture Certificate 
of Registration Program and 
compliance with Aquaculture Best 
Management Practices 

Manage the Shellfish Processing 
Plant Certification and Inspection 
Program to ensure safe and quality 
product reaches consumers 

PROMOTING THE GROWTH OF 
AQUACULTURE WHILE 

PROTECTING FLORIDA’S 
ENVIRONMENT 

Florida Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services 

Division of Aquaculture 

600 South Calhoun St., Suite 217 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 

Aquaculture_Web@FDACS.gov 
www.FDACS.gov 

More Information 

www.FDACS.gov/Division-
Offices/Aquaculture 

www.FDACS.gov/Education/ 
Aquaculture-Educator-

Resources 
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https://www.FDACS.gov/Education
https://www.FDACS.gov/Division
https://www.FDACS.gov
mailto:Aquaculture_Web@FDACS.gov


The History of Aquaculture
Aquaculture has been practiced for at least three
thousand years, beginning with small carp ponds in
China. Production methods remained small-scale
until the population boom after World War II in the
1950s. The aquaculture industry is now the fastest
growing food production system worldwide. 

1880s - The first oyster cultch planting for
aquaculture happens in the Gulf of America.

Early 1900s - Stock enhancement, alligator, and
ornamental fish aquaculture comes to Florida.

1980s-1990s - Florida sees a boom in large scale
production farms.

1984 - Aquaculture Policy Act is passed and the
Aquaculture Review Council is created.

1996 - “Aquaculture is Agriculture” and creation
of the Aquaculture Certificate of Registration
Program.

1997 - The Florida aquaculture industry’s farm-
gate value passes $100 million for the first time.

1998 - The Division of Aquaculture is
established.

AQUACULTURE IN
FLORIDA

FLORIDA AQUACULTURE INDUSTRY HAS THE GREATEST
PRODUCT DIVERSITY IN THE NATION, WITH OVER 1,000

COMMERCIAL FARMS RAISING OVER 1,500 VARIETIES OF
PLANTS AND ANIMALS!

WWhhaatt  mmaakkeess  FFlloorriiddaa  ssuuiittaabbllee  ffoorr  aaqquuaaccuullttuurree??  

TThhee  wwaarrmm  cclliimmaattee  aalllloowwss  ffaarrmmeerrss  ttoo  rraaiissee  ttrrooppiiccaall  aanndd  ssuubbttrrooppiiccaall  ssppeecciieess
aatt  aa  lloowweerr  ccoosstt..  JJuusstt  iimmaaggiinnee  ttrryyiinngg  ttoo  kkeeeepp  aann  oouuttddoooorr  ppoonndd  hheeaatteedd  dduurriinngg
aa  ccoolldd  nnoorrtthheerrnn  wwiinntteerr!!  
SSeevveerraall  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  sshhiippppiinngg  ppoorrttss  aallllooww  ffaarrmmeerrss  ttoo  ggeett  pprroodduuccttss  ttoo
ccuussttoommeerrss  qquuiicckkllyy..  TThhiiss  iiss  iinnccrreeddiibbllyy  iimmppoorrttaanntt  wwhheenn  sshhiippppiinngg  lliivvee  aanniimmaallss
ffoorr  tthhee  aaqquuaarriiuumm  ttrraaddee,,  aass  wweellll  aass  ggeettttiinngg  ccoonnssuummeerrss  tthhee  ffrreesshheesstt  sseeaaffoooodd
pprroodduuccttss  ppoossssiibbllee..
TThhee  FFlloorriiddaa  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  AAggrriiccuullttuurree  aanndd  CCoonnssuummeerr  SSeerrvviicceess  aaccttss  aass  aa
oonnee  ssttoopp  sshhoopp  aass  tthhee  mmaaiinn  rreegguullaattoorryy  aaggeennccyy  ffoorr  aaqquuaaccuullttuurree..  TThhiiss  hheellppss
ssttrreeaammlliinnee  tthhee  ppeerrmmiittttiinngg  pprroocceessss  aanndd  rreemmoovvee  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  ffiinnaanncciiaall
bbuurrddeenn  ffrroomm  FFlloorriiddaa  ffaarrmmeerrss..

WWhhaatt  ddooeess  aaqquuaaccuullttuurree  ffaarrmmiinngg  llooookk  lliikkee??

TThhee  mmeetthhooddss  uusseedd  ttoo  rraaiissee  aaqquuaaccuullttuurree  pprroodduuccttss  aarree  aass  ddiivveerrssee  aass  tthhee
ccoommmmooddiittiieess  tthheemmsseellvveess!!  SSyysstteemmss  ccaann  rraannggee  ffrroomm  llaarrggee  mmuullttii--aaccrree  ppoonnddss  ffoorr
ccaattffiisshh  ttoo  ssmmaallll  11//44--aaccrree  ppoonnddss  ffoorr  aannggeellffiisshh;;  llaarrggee  rreecciirrccuullaattiinngg  aaqquuaaccuullttuurree
ssyysstteemmss  ((RRAASS))  tthhaatt  ffiillll  aann  eennttiirree  wwaarreehhoouussee  ffoorr  ssaallmmoonn,,  ttoo  ssmmaallll  rreecciirrccuullaattiinngg
aaqquuaarriiaa  iinn  aa  ggaarraaggee  ffoorr  aaxxoolloottoollss;;  lleeaasseess  wwiitthh  ffllooaattiinngg  ccaaggeess  ffoorr  ooyysstteerrss  oorr
bboottttoomm  ppllaannttiinngg  ffoorr  ccllaammss,,  ttoo  wwiinnddiinngg,,  sshhaallllooww  rriivveerr--lliikkee  ppoonnddss  wwiitthh  pplleennttyy  ooff
nneessttiinngg  eemmbbaannkkmmeennttss  ffoorr  aalllliiggaattoorrss..  

Aquaculture has increased globally by more than
400% since 1990! Due to consumer demand for
seafood, ornamental products, and the numerous
uses of aquaculture products, demand will continue
to rise. While the industry has faced many hurdles in
past decades, economic investment in the industry
and technological advancements means the future
of aquaculture in Florida looks bright! 

Florida is #1 in
freshwater

ornamental plant
and fish

production in the
country!

Did you know
that alligators  

are aquaculture
products?

Levy County
alone has 210
aquaculture

farms, the most  
in the state!




